THE
DIARY   OF   SIR JOHN  MOORE
CHAPTER I INTRODUCING THE  DIARY
SIR JOHN MOORE'S Journal begins at one of the most Iramatic periods of the world's history. The Conqueror, whom, all unknown, France had been very :oughly schooling for his future career, was just ending lis long apprenticeship of misery, of penury, of fierce rtruggle and adventure, of careful self-preparation, by ;he study of the thoughts and deeds of other men, in'd was about to emerge from his obscurity. By his ichievement at Toulon he was first to attract the eyes )f the world. He had yet many falls and failures before his feet were so firmly planted on the ladder of success that his mounting upward became the central [act of European history. Success or failure at Toulon was for Napoleon the first turning-point. Failure would probably have ended his career under the guillotine. His fierce Corsican patriotism had long inspired him with a savage hatred of France, and had made him for a time the devoted admirer of the great Corsican patriot, Paoli, who symbolised the claim of Corsica to insular independence. But the man who was to become the genius of the European revolution
VOL. I                                                                                               A. "Narrative of the War in Spain and Portugal."    By Lord Londonderry.
